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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mark T. Brainard, President 

FROM: Justina M. Sapna, Vice President for Academic Affair~ 

DATE: August 4, 2020 

SUBJECT: Grade System Policy 

Based on the proposal from the Achieving the Dream Student Success Committee, I am recommending 

we update the College's Grading Policy to move to a 10-point scale. This recommendation was shared 

with all employees for their feedback and reviewed with full support from the deans of instruction and 

the vice presidents and campus directors. Legal counsel has confirmed this policy change does not need 

to be approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

CC: Brian Shirey, General Counsel 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

PO Box 897, Dover, DE 19903 I 302.857.1600 {t} 302.857.1640 {f) I www.dtcc.edu 

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Institution 



DEIAWARE 
TECHNICAL♦:♦COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Name: Grading Policy 

Category: Academic Policies 

Subject: Grade System 

Owner: Academic Affairs 

Related Procedures: N / A 

Related Forms: N/ A 

I. SCOPE 

This policy sets forth the numerical point value range a student must achieve to ear::i an associated letter 

grade for a course and the grading interpretations and GP A calculation for those letter grades. 

II. POLICY STATEMENT 

The numerical and associated letter grade a student earns for a course is used to assess how well they meet 

the measurable objectives of the course. The letter grade given determines if the stt:.dent passes or fails the 

course as well as what grade point value they earn for that course. 

III. POLICY 

The grade point average (GPA) for each student is based upon the scale of grade point values, and it is 

weighted for each course by its credit value. Cumulative grade point averages (CUM) are also based on the 

grade point values, and these have been maintained for all students enrolled since the fall of 1977. Effective 

fall 2020, the following grading policy is in effect: 

Grading Policy 

A 90-100 

B 80-89 

C 70-79 

F 0-69 

Note: From fall 1991 until fall 2012 a "_R" grade was used instead of an "F." 

The following is the College's grading interpretation: 

Grading Interpretation 
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A Student meets the measurable objectives in an outstanding manner 

B Student meets the measurable objectives in an above-average manner 

C Student meets the measurable objectives 

F Student has not met the measurable objectives and must repeat the course 

L Listener/ Auditor (with approval only) 

I Incomplete 

S Continuing Satisfactory (used only in courses with numbers under 100) 

W Withdrawal with approval from College 

U Withdrawal without approval from College 

The following grades are included in the GPA calculation: 

A 4.0 grade point value 

B 3.0 grade point value 

C 2.0 grade point value 

F 0.0 grade point value 

U 0.0 grade point value 

The following grades are excluded from the GPA calculation: 

I Incomplete 

L Listener/ Auditor 

W Withdrawal with approval from the College 

The following grades are given in developmental courses and are excluded in the GP A calculation: 

AE Meets measurable objectives in an outstanding manner 

BE Meets measurable objectives in an above average manner 

CE Meets the measurable objectives 

FE Has not met the measurable objectives and must repeat course 

SE Continuing satisfactory 

Note: Students who receive an "SE" grade and are receiving veterans educational benefits will be paid for the course during the 

first term of enrollment on!J. If the student reregisters far the course, the course cannot be included i'n the total credit hours reported 

far veterans educational benefits. 

All students who receive an "SE" grade must re-enroll in the course within the succeeding term in order to improve their grade 

unless exception is made 01 the dean of instruction or their designee. 
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Definition of Terms: 

Grade Point Value 

is the value assigned to grades "A", "B", "C", "F" and "U". The inactive grades of "R," "D" and "P" will 

continue to carry grade point value historically. 

Quality Point 

is the product of the grade point value multiplied by the quality hours of the course. 

Quality Hours 

are the credit-hour value of those courses which are used in the calculation of the grade point average. 

The Term GPA 

is the total quality points earned during the term divided by the total quality hours :c.ttempted. Developmental 

courses will not be included in the calculation of term GP A. Term GPA will not be recalculated unless one of 

the two following conditions occurs: (1) an "I" grade is resolved or (2) a grade change is authorized. 

Cumulative GPA 

is the total cumulative quality points earned divided by the total cumulative quality ~,ours attempted. The 

cumulative GPA is an historic index of all work taken at Delaware Tech and is not recalculated when a 

student changes majors. Work taken at other institutions is not included in the calculation of the 

cumulative GPA. Developmental courses are not included in the cumulative GP A. The cumulative GPA at 

the end of each term will not be recalculated unless one of the two following conditions occur: (1) an "I" 

grade is resolved or (2) a grade change is authorized. 

IV. EFFECTIVE DATE(S) 

This policy is effective August 29, 2020 

V. FREQUENCY OF REVIEW AND UPDATE 

This policy will be reviewed and updated every five years. 

VI. SIGNATURE AND DATE OF APPROVAL 

Mark T. Brainard, President Date 
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